
Marcia A. Shobe <mshobe@uark.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student

 

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student

           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No)

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No

 

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No There are
two questions here so I will answer them separately. Yes, we do ask
students to disclose any health or mental health issues that may prove
to be a barrier to their successful completion of the MSW program. We
use this information to help provide supports to students, if resources
are available. If we do not have the necessary resources within the
School or the University, we are unable to admit the student.

 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/N
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James Reinardy <jreinard@umn.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student YES, BUT THE STATE DOES
NOT ALLOW US TO CHARGE STUDENTS FOR THEM.

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency (Yes/No)
NO

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No NO

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No NO

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No NO

5a. If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N
Hi Terry, we have faced many thorny legal issues in probing into these
matters particularly because of the American Disabilities act.
Interpretations of illness etc and a minefield. I'd tred lightly. Jim 

Betsy Lindsey EWLINDSE <ewlindse@uncg.edu> 

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student        NO 
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2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student        NO, but
some agencies do 
           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No) 

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No   

        Personal statement - yes; no question that targets this issue 
  
4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No 

        We would probably interview the student if we had concerns
before making a decision 
  
5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No  NO 
       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/N 

Nancy Kropf <swonpk@langate.gsu.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student. No
 
2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No)
If required by agency - but not universal.  Students pay  
 

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
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mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No. Yes -they can choose to
share such private information but it is not required.
 
4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No No - only
as related to the fit with our program.  Not factored into decisions in
any other way.  
 
5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No No

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/N No

Shank, Barbara W. <BWSHANK@stthomas.edu> 

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student If the agency requires
it, either they cover the cost or the student covers the cost.

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No) We now have two large health care systems that are requiring
background checks for the first time.  Our stance has been that we do
not collect this information and it needs to go directly to them.  We do
not want to be in the middle.

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
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providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No
      5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/No

Howard Turney <hmturney@ualr.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student  No we do not require a
background check

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student   No, however
some agencies do and they cover the costs
           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No)
           N/A
3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No
   Yes, a personal statement about their interest in social work.  
4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No
       Yes,
5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No       
NO
      5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/N

 Zabora, James R <ZABORA@cua.edu>

1.       No, but we ask the following 2 questions:
Have you ever been convicted of a crime (other than a minor traffic
violation)? _ Yes* _ No
*If yes, please explain on a separate sheet of paper and attach to your
application.
Have you ever been subjected to disciplinary action (probation,
suspension, dismissal, official _ Yes** _ No
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reprimand, etc.) for reasons of conduct by any educational or
professional institution?
*If yes, please explain on a separate sheet of paper and attach to your
application.
2.       No, but sometimes is required by the agency. For example, most
hospitals require it. Sometimes student pays and sometimes the agency
does.
3.       Yes.
4.       Yes, because we ask how the applicant has addressed the
particular problem.
5.       At times.
I hope all is well with you.
Z

Hart, Dr. Mary <mhart@fgcu.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)? If yes, who 
pays? unit, university, or student

 

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum? (Yes/ No)? If 
yes, who pays? unit, university, or student

           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency (Yes/No)

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or family of origin 
paper which may indirectly provide information about mental health or substance abuse 
issues? Yes/No

 

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental health or substance 
abuse issues, do you use this information in making decisions of acceptance or denial 
to your MSW program? Yes/No Only if there is an indication that the student her/himself 
continues  to have a substance abuse or mental health issue that is not being 
addressed.

 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during the MSW 
application process? For example have you inquired about the length of current 
continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked 
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for letters from mental health providers to address the applicant*s treatment adherence? 
Yes/No

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N
 Terry, these are tricky questions. I suspect most of us don*t address the substance 
abuse/mental health issues until we are faced with them. I do know that at Wyoming, 
where we required serious background checks for BSW and MSW students, that 
sometimes the issue were addressed prior to their being a problem. Another issue we 
have down here is immigration status. An undocumented student well may have a 
difficult time getting a field placement since most of the agencies require a background 
check * paid for  by the agency or the student.  Mary

Colby, Ira <icolby@Central.UH.EDU>

1.      Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)? If yes, 
who pays? unit, university, or student
a.     NO we do not require.
 
2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum? (Yes/ No)? If 
yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency (Yes/No)
NO we do not require. If agency expects one they pay; the background check is part of 
agency information made available to the students
 

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or family of origin 
paper which may indirectly provide information about mental health or substance abuse 
issues? Yes/No
NO we do not require.
 
 
4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental health or substance 
abuse issues, do you use this information in making decisions of acceptance or denial 
to your MSW program? Yes/No
 
NO we do not require.
 
 
5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during the MSW 
application process? For example have you inquired about the length of current 
continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked 
for letters from mental health providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? 
Yes/No
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       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N
NO we do not require.
 
There are a number of issues we explored with legal around this matter a few years 
back and again this summer. The information must be kept in a secure place * but for 
how long? Issues of access are important * do students (Gas) have access to files; 
issues of confidentiality arise. How do you get around FERPA issues? Will a student be 
ineligible for admission if *yes* to any of these issues; if not, why collect? And so on. 
Terry, given the legal constraints (FERPA) and other issues we decided to put this on 
the agency*.Ira 
 
 

Briar-Lawson, Katharine <KBriarLawson@uamail.albany.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student

 No

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)?  Only  if agency requires it If yes, who pays?  We charge all
students a fee to cover this unit, university, or student

           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No)

Yes
3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No

 no

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No

 If there are major risk factors- jail , felonies etc.

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No no
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       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/N
Only felony status. We are not allowed to ask about anything related to
addictions, mental illness due to ADA.
 

Noble, Dorinda N" <Dorinda.Noble@txstate.edu>

No, we don*t do a background check on applicants.
Yes, we require a background check for field, if the agency requires it.  The student 
bears the cost.
Applicants do write a personal essay on a subject of their choice.  If the student reveals 
damaging information, yes, we consider it.
We ask if the individual has any felony arrests or convictions.  We consider this material 
in decisions, since it affects our ability to place in field agencies.
Though we don*t typically ask about sobriety, etc., if it were evident that the individual 
had a problem, we would certainly ask about how the individual is handling this situation 
and how the individual intended to maintain sobriety through class and through field.  
And we would consider that material, because it affects our ability to meet the student*s 
educational needs, particularly in field.

 Jane Kretzschmar <swjak@mail.utexas.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
 No

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No)

If the agency requires it then we will--sometimes the agency has it
done internally and pays and sometimes the student pays depending on our
agreement.  We do not pay.  Since the agency requires it, the
information is shared.
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3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No

 They write a personal statement but the questions do not ask
specifically about family of origin.

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No
Yes but we would only deny after gathering more information

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/NYes, if we have questions, we will call to obtain that information
before making a decision. 

Paul Stuart <stuartp@fiu.edu>

This is a sign of the times.  There was just a discussion among Florida Deans and 
Directors regarding background checks as a result of a new Department of Children and 
Families regulation that requires background checks for what seems to be an ever 
expanding group of practicum students -- http://www.dcf.state.fl.us/admin/
backgroundscreening/.  .
 
1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)? NO.  If yes, 
who pays? unit, university, or student
 
2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum? (Yes/ No)?  NO 
* but some agency placements require that students have background checks.  Florida 
law provides that anyone working in mental health or with *vulnerable clients* must 
have a background check performed by an approved vendor.
 
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student * Some practicum agencies pay, but in 
most cases the student pays.  The University does not pay.
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           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency (Yes/No)  In most 
cases, it is the practicum agency rather than the School that gets the information (e.g., 
in the case of a background check done be an approved vendor, the report goes to the 
practicum agency.  The University does have a contract with a firm that does 
background checks, and in such cases the information goes to the School.  The 
information is shared with the agency if the student signs a release permitting it.

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or family of origin 
paper which may indirectly provide information about mental health or substance abuse 
issues? Yes/No  YES -- A personal statement is part of the application to the MSW 
Program.  Applicants may * and sometimes do * discuss mental health and/or 
substance abuse issues.  Applicants are promised confidentiality regarding the personal 
statement.
 
4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental health or substance 
abuse issues, do you use this information in making decisions of acceptance or denial 
to your MSW program? Yes/No  YES * All parts of the application are taken into 
account, but I would not say that information about mental health or substance abuse 
issues has been the deciding issue.
 
5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during the MSW 
application process? For example have you inquired about the length of current 
continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked 
for letters from mental health providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? 
Yes/No  NO * not beyond the information the applicant provides.
       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N
I have often felt thankful that I got my MSW when I did * no background checks and if I 
needed to be fingerprinted any law enforcement agency would do it for free.
Best,
Paul

Sowers, Karen <kmsowers@utk.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants  NO (Yes/No)? If yes, 
who pays? unit, university, or student

 

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum? YES (Yes/ No)? 
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student  Student Pays
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           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency (Yes/No)  I*m not 
sure what you mean.  We share the information that we require this of all students.  We 
wouldn*t allow a student to move forward into field placement who had a bad 
background check.  Students are expected to self-disclose this info at time of 
application for admission and at time of applying for field.  If they didn*t self disclose and 
a negative background check came back that would be grounds for dismissal.

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or family of origin 
paper which may indirectly provide information about mental health or substance abuse 
issues? Yes/No  Absolutely NOT! The applicant does write a personal statement about 
their desire to be a social worker and their career aspirations but it is a violation of rights 
to require that kind of personal information.

 

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental health or substance 
abuse issues, do you use this information in making decisions of acceptance or denial 
to your MSW program? Yes/No  If it is self disclosed, it would be a violation of student 
with respect to disability to reject them on that basis.

 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during the MSW 
application process? NO. For example have you inquired about the length of current 
continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked 
for letters from mental health providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? 
Yes/No  Good grief no!  I don*t want to get sued!

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N
 

Stephanie Hamm <sjh05e@acu.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student No

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student No, unless the
agency requests it, then the university charges it to the student.

2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency (Yes/No)
Not sure...
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3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No Yes, they have a
personal statement in which they are to reflect on background

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No That has
not been an issue yet (we are still pretty young!).

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No Again,
that has not come up yet, but we do require reference letters.

5a. If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N

Sable, Marjorie R. <SableM@missouri.edu>

1.      Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)? If yes, 
who pays? unit, university, or student
No

 

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum? (Yes/ No)? If 
yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
NO.  We ask for self-disclosure only.  Agencies determine if a background check is 
needed and who will pay.  Typically, hospitals have students pay and all other agencies 
absorb the cost of the background check.

           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency (Yes/No)  The 
student provides permission for the agency to request the background check. 

mailto:SableM@missouri.edu
mailto:SableM@missouri.edu


3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or family of origin 
paper which may indirectly provide information about mental health or substance abuse 
issues? Yes/No
Applicants write a personal statement that addresses the following 6 areas. Sometimes 
the applicants choose to disclose personal information about substance abuse & MH 
recovery in their answer to #1.
1.      Describe the development of your interest in becoming a professional social 
worker by earning a Master*s degree in Social Work. Discuss your experiences - 
personal, educational, employment and professional - that led to your decision to 
pursue a MSW. Advanced Standing applicants should discuss their most recent field 
practicum.
2.      Describe a social issue or problem that is of great concern to you. What concerns 
you about this social issue? What would your professional social work role be in 
addressing this issue?
3.      Social work*s professional mission is to achieve greater social and economic 
justice for everyone. Based on your current understanding (education and cultural), 
what does *social and economic justice* mean to you?
4.      Discuss your current career interest and goal for your professional work. In what 
areas do you want to practice during the first few years after your graduation with the 
MSW degree?
5.      First, read the statement of Ethical Principles of the Profession (http://
www.socialworkers.org/pubs/code/code.asp). Discuss how you would handle a 
professional social work situation in which managing your own personal values and 
social work ethical principles could be a challenge. How would you resolve this 
challenge? No professional can avoid such situations in the course of their practice so 
this question must be given a thoughtful answer reflecting your own awareness of your 
personal values and biases.
6.      Describe the personal assets which you bring to the role of professional social 
work student if you are admitted. Cover the areas of 1) personal strengths, 2) academic 
strengths, 3) social network strengths, and, 4) leadership strengths.
 
4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental health or substance 
abuse issues, do you use this information in making decisions of acceptance or denial 
to your MSW program? Yes/No

 No we don't use substance abuse or MH history information as a basis for acceptance 
or denial.
 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during the MSW 
application process? For example have you inquired about the length of current 
continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked 
for letters from mental health providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? 
Yes/No
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       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N No
No

Ryan, Scott <sdryan@uta.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student  No

 

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student No

           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No) N/A

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No Yes

 

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No No

 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No N/A

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/N N/A
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Richard Edwards <redwards@ssw.rutgers.edu>

We don't require a background check, but we do have a form that must be completed as 
part of our application in which we elicit information about former arrests, etc.  Students, 
at this point, have to pay for background checks and/or fingerprinting, if it is required by 
the field agency.  We do require a personal statement, and applicants often mention 
addiction and other mental health issues they may have had, or traumatic family 
situations.  The form that asks about former arrests, etc., and the personal statement 
are considered when we make an admission decision, but we have not particular rules 
about it.  Generally, if there is a question about the severity of a criminal situation we will 
require an in-person interview, and then make a decision.  With minor criminal things, or 
ancient stuff, we don't require an interview  and we often will admit the person.  So, in 
answer to one of your questions, we do use the information in making admission 
decisions and placement decisions.  If there was something serious of a criminal nature 
we would share that with potential placement agencies, with the student's permission.
 
I would say that since we started using the form about criminal background about three 
years ago, we have had few problems with that in terms of being able to make informed 
admission decisions and informed placement decisions.  We tell prospective students 
that many agencies will require fingerprinting and/or criminal background checks so this 
information is quite likely to come out and since we started doing that we have not really 
had any surprises.  The other issue that you raise more specifically relates to mental 
health or addiction concerns.  This is, in my view, a big problem.  We don't yet have any 
good way to elicit information about this, other than if the applicant volunteers 
something on their personal statement.  Yet these issues tend to show up in field and 
sometimes in the classroom after the person is admitted.  We have toyed with the idea 
of adding some questions to our form eliciting info about criminal stuff, but our attorneys 
have been less than enthusiastic about that-raising issues of ADA, how will we use the 
information, etc. etc.  So, I'll be interested in learning what you find out from others.
I hope all is well with you and look forward to seeing you in Portland.

Nina Aronoff <naronoff@wheelock.edu> 
 
Here*s the response from our Field Director.
*It is my understanding that this is the responsibility of the agency. I have heard at 
NECON that there are sites that ask the school to do the background check. This does 
not make any sense to me b/c the agency is the one that needs to have it on record.* 

Bryan Duckham <bduckha@siue.edu>

1. NO
2. NO
3. Yes
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4. No
5. NO

Roy Rodenhiser <royrodenhiser@boisestate.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student

No

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency (Yes/No)

Hospitals require a background check here - The student pays - cost:
$45

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No

This can and does happen - 

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No

yes: but only as part of a total evalaution across several rating
scales in the assessment of the applicant. Info (how they present
it)could be positive or negative - 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during

mailto:royrodenhiser@boisestate.edu
mailto:royrodenhiser@boisestate.edu


the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No

5a. If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N

No

Dianne Woods <dianne.woods@csueastbay.edu> 

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student Yes

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student Yes and the
student pays
2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency (Yes/No)

No. We ask the student to share. Also, some agencies conduct their own
livescan. 
3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No

No

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No

No. We do welcome mental health consumers. 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
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meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No

No

5a. If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N

Tom Gregoire <gregoire.5@osu.edu>

Ohio State requires a background check for field, but not for application to the program.  
Students foot the bill.   Agencies do expect us to confirm that students have passed 
muster.
We do require a written statement where mental health or substance abuse issues may 
become apparent.    That information rarely impacts our admission decision although it 
might prompt an interview if we have concerns about the content or level of self-
disclosure.   
I don*t recall a time when we felt a need to ask for documentation from a health care 
provider in an admission decision. However, it seems that a year does not pass that we 
are not suspended a student from field because of their functioning in field.   When we 
feel its called for we have required a student to provide us written documentation from a 
provider indicating their belief that the student is functioning at a level necessary to 
perform in field.   We stay away from confidential issues with respect to diagnosis etc.

 Karen Harper-Dorton <Karen.Harper-Dorton@mail.wvu.edu> 

We don't do any of these.  What's the standard of practice?  We are
having enough problems with Legal Counsel re:  students in field and the
immunization issue for health settings.  We don't pay there either.

James E Hinterlong/FS/VCU <jehinterlong@vcu.edu>

Here is our situation at Virginia Commonwealth University. From my
Field Director:   

"State regulations restrict us from asking these types of questions.
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Answers below." 

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student  No.  No, for a couple
reasons. 
  
Because of the size of our program (placed 650 last year) this could
get pretty costly each year.  The cost of these types of checks can
range from $50 - 100+, which could realistically end up costing the
school $5,000 - $6,000 each year.  Moreover, just the process of either
paying or reimbursing individual students could be an administrative
nightmare. 
  
Additionally, according to Susan Ferguson (VCU general Council) as a
Public Institution we are restricted by state regulations from
requesting, obtaining or sharing this information on any student. As a
result, we try to stay out of this process altogether.  Agencies that
require these checks are told that they are either responsible for
paying for this themselves or pushing back on the student and request
that the student pay for this. 
  
During orientation we let students know that there may be additional
costs associated with the field placement that they may be responsible
for.   Only for a few students has been been a real financial hardship. 
When that's the case, we will move the student to another agency that
does not require these types of checks. 
 
2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student  NO.  
          2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No)  NO.   Can't by state law.

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No  Yes we require a
personal statement and sometimes they disclose this information in their
personal statements although it is not directly required.

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No   NO   

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health



providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No NO 
       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/N 

Gail Werrbach <Gail_Werrbach@umit.maine.edu>

Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
  No.... but applicants complete a question on the graduate application
(a university-wide regulation) that asks if they have been convicted of
a crime, etc.  And if they check yes... then there is a request for a
background check

 
  2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No) 
most agencies ask for this and we ask the agency to pay

  3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No
we have an admission essay and some students do write about mental
health, family, addiction issues.... but there is no requirements that
they do so

   4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No
Yes... too some extent... we're specifically looking for how the
applicants writes about such information in his or her essay.... the
extent to which the desire for the degree is totaly related to personal
issues... etc.  We also talk with issues
that my come up related to licensing and placement in a field agency if
we see some serious concerns related to substance abuse, past criminal
behavior, etc. (e.g. it may be difficult to place the student)

   5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
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the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for
letters from mental health providers to address the applicant's
treatment adherence? Yes/No
No... we have never asked for letters from providers or sponsors...

     5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/N

Richard Gelles <gelles@sp2.upenn.edu>

1.      Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants
(Yes/No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
No.

 

2.      Do you require a background check for students entering
practicum? (Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
 
If the site requires a background check (e.g. because the students are
working with children), the site does the check and pays the cost.

           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No)
               If a student self-identifies as a convicted felon (see
my published article in the International Journal of Social Work) we do
not share this information, but we do not place this student at a site
that requires a background check.  Or at a site that heaving a convicted
felon would be a problem or risk.

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No
 
               No, but students will volunteer such information
sometimes in their application essay.

mailto:gelles@sp2.upenn.edu
mailto:gelles@sp2.upenn.edu


 

3.      If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to
mental health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in
making decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No
 
Not directly, but perhaps as part of the overall review.

 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/N
 
               We only specifically ask about whether the student is a
convicted felon.

Dr. Donna F. Hixon <dhixon@edinboro.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
 
No
 
2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
 
Yes, student pays
 
           2a. Do you sharethat information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No)
 
No
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3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No
 
Yes
 
4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No
 NO
5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No  NO

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/N
 

York, Reginald <yorkr@uncw.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student

 
No
 

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student

           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No)

No

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No
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No
 

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No

 
N/A
 
 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/N
 Students report, on our field application form, if they have been
convicted of a felony.

Steketee, Gail S <steketee@bu.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student Most of our agencies
require these checks and they conduct them.  The university is not set
up to do this (yet).

 

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student

           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No) see above

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No Not sure if this refers
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to the application personal statement.  Many students do disclose
personal information in their statements.

 

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No I think
this varies from reader to reader.  Not sure we have clear guidelines
about how to evaluate this type of information.

 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No I
believe the answer is no.

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/N
 

Daphne S Cain <dscain@lsu.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)? If yes, who 
pays? unit, university, or student - NO

 

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum? (Yes/ No)? If 
yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
           No, but most of our agencies require background checks and the students in 
those agencies are required to have them.  Until recently, and due to budget cuts in the 
state, agencies paid for the student background checks.  Increasingly, agencies are 
asking us * the School of Social Work -  to pay for the background checks.  When this 
happens, we have the student to initially pay for the check and then we reimburse them 
out of school funds.
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           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency (Yes/No)
           Answered above.

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or family of origin 
paper which may indirectly provide information about mental health or substance abuse 
issues? Yes/No
           Yes, applicants write a Letter of Intent that includes a question regarding why 
they are attracted to the profession of social work and our program.  Many times 
students write very personal statements in their intent letter.

 

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental health or substance 
abuse issues, do you use this information in making decisions of acceptance or denial 
to your MSW program? Yes/No * No.  This is actually an issue that revealed itself this 
year.  We were contacted by the Director of Disability Services for LSU and he asked 
this very question.  The Disability Services Director reviewed our Letter of Intent and our 
entire application process and informed us that it was not in any way an issue from his 
perspective as the Director of DS.

 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during the MSW 
application process? For example have you inquired about the length of current 
continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked 
for letters from mental health providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? 
Yes/No - No

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N

Gass, Sherry <stgass@iupui.edu>

1.      Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)? If yes, 
who pays? unit, university, or student
We do not require a background check * but do require students to disclose their 
criminal history
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2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum? (Yes/ No)?   At 
this time * we do not require students to have a background check before entering 
practicum.  However, we do inform students that agencies may very well request this 
and if they do * the cost is not covered by the School.  If yes, who pays? unit, university, 
or student

           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency (Yes/No)  There are 
times when a student may reveal a criminal history with the field coordinator before 
planning * it is often discussed with the student how this history may impact types of 
placements.  There are times when the student and field coordinator decide that their 
criminal history needs to be revealed to an agency for full disclosure before interviews 
are arranged.
                

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or family of origin 
paper which may indirectly provide information about mental health or substance abuse 
issues? Yes/No  YES

 

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental health or substance 
abuse issues, do you use this information in making decisions of acceptance or denial 
to your MSW program? Yes/No  Yes and no * we do not decide on admissions decisions 
based solely on one portion of the application.  However, when a student discloses such 
information * we certainly are looking for how long that student has been involved in 
some kind of treatment/how long since the issue has been uncovered, ect.  A former 
director always talked about is the applicant *in the middle of their muddle*  

 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during the MSW 
application process? For example have you inquired about the length of current 
continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked 
for letters from mental health providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? 
Yes/No  As alluded to in #4 * we do not ask any of these questions directly * but are 
certainly looked for in terms of the acuity of the issue 

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N  N/A
 



Gail Leedy <leedyg@appstate.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student

Yes, student 

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student no

2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency (Yes/No)

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No yes

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No no (no
explicitly)

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No no

5a. If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N

Pierce, Lois H." <piercel@umsl.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)? If yes, who 
pays? unit, university, or student  NO
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2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum? (Yes/ No)? If 
yes, who pays? unit, university, or student  If the practicum requires one.  Who pays is 
worked out between the student and practicum*some sites provide background checks

           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency (Yes/No)  WE do 
not share information with the practicum without student consent, but we also explain 
why the student is better off consenting.  We also suggest that if students know 
something will show on a background check, they should let the agency know about it.  

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or family of origin 
paper which may indirectly provide information about mental health or substance abuse 
issues? Yes/No  Yes

 

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental health or substance 
abuse issues, do you use this information in making decisions of acceptance or denial 
to your MSW program? Yes/No   We have students sign a form indicating if they have 
received treatment and why, whether or not they have had problems with alcohol or 
drugs, and if they have a felony conviction.  WE explain that checking *yes* to any of 
these will not keep them from admission to the program, but we do want them to be 
aware that if they have not received help for personal problems, they will not be able to 
help others.  We have admitted students who have checked *yes* in all of the 
categories.  And, we have sent this form to our university lawyers (several times) and 
the regional OEO office for review and have never received a response.   

 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during the MSW 
application process? For example have you inquired about the length of current 
continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked 
for letters from mental health providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? 
Yes/No  No

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N
 

Mack, Philip Stanley <psm8@pitt.edu>

We do not require our incoming students to do an initial background check, however 
they must complete and sign our *Student Agreement to Participate in Filed Education/
Release of Information Form* which informs the student that they will be required to do 
a field placement and many agencies may require a criminal background check and/or 
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perhaps a drug screening to determine if they are qualified to participate in the field 
placement.  The student is responsible to secure the necessary background checks.  All 
applicants must write a 3-4 page typed double-spaced personal statement and often 
these statement will include self disclosed information relevant to an individual*s past 
history including mental health status, criminal background, or past or current substance 
abuse usage.  However the personal statement is just one part of the application 
process and any self disclosed information related to the before mentioned * may* or 
*may not* be a cause for denying an applicant admission to the program.  When in 
doubt we will always interview the applicant.

Coghill, Lynn E <lcpitt@pitt.edu> 

1)      No, however we include a paragraph for accepted students regarding criminal 
history and the potential ramifications for field and eventually obtaining a job.
2)      Yes, we do require a background check.  The student pays.  The student gives 
their documents directly to the field agency. (This is John/field)
3)      The MSW applicant does include a personal statement in their admissions packet.  
However, it is not used in the selection process for students with a 3.0 or above.
4)      No
5)      No

Flynn, Brian <bjflynn@binghamton.edu>

At Binghamton University, because we are a state school, our Graduate School 
conducts these background checks on all Grad Students who indicate on their 
application they have been convicted of something other than traffic violations.  Some of 
our field agencies perform background checks on the students who are interning in their 
agency.  If the agency requires the check, they facilitate that process.  We do require a 
personal essay as part of the application process where someone may disclose mental 
health or substance abuse issues.  That information is occasionally used to determine 
readiness and *fit*.   We do not ask for any additional information like you have outlined 
in questions # 5.
From the University Bulletin:
Consideration of Graduate Admissions Applications from Individuals with Felony 
Convictions: State law prohibits discrimination against those previously convicted of 
criminal offenses (Correction Law, S750 et seq.). However, the law permits an institution 
to deny an application for admission based on an individual*s prior conviction when the 
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admission *would involve an unreasonable risk to property or to the safety or welfare of 
specific individuals or the general public.* (S752)
Section 753 of the Correction Law specifically sets forth the factors to be considered 
concerning a prior criminal conviction. These factors are as follows:
1.       In making a determination pursuant to Section 752 of this chapter, the public 
agency or private employer shall consider the following factors:
a.       the public policy of this state, as expressed in this act, to encourage the licensure 
and employment of persons previously convicted of one or more criminal offenses;
b.       the specific duties and responsibilities necessarily related to the license or 
employment sought;
c.       the bearing, if any, the criminal offense or offenses for which the person was 
previously convicted will have on his or her fitness or ability to perform one or more 
such duties or responsibilities;
d.       the time that has elapsed since the occurrence of the criminal offense or offenses;
e.       the age of the person at the time of occurrence of the criminal offense or 
offenses;
f.         the seriousness of the offense or offenses;
g.   any information produced by the person, or produced on his or her behalf, in regard 
to his or her rehabilitation and good conduct;
h.   the legitimate interest of the public agency or private employer in protecting 
property, and the safety and welfare of specific individuals or the general public.
 Applications for admission to Binghamton University from individuals with felony 
convictions are considered in accordance with the above criteria. A special admissions 
committee convened by the vice provost and dean reviews such applications and the 
applicant is required to sign a release permitting the committee to obtain documents 
related to criminal offenses and allowing the committee to discuss the circumstances 
related to such offenses with corrections officials.
Applications are considered incomplete until additional information is provided to 
Binghamton University. In addition to signing the release mentioned above, applicants 
with criminal convictions must provide a complete criminal background history. Upon 
receipt of the required material, the special admissions committee reviews the 
circumstances pertaining to such applications and makes its recommendation.
The special admissions committee may recommend acceptance of the applicant, 
acceptance of the applicant with restrictions on participation in university life at 
Binghamton University, or rejection of the applicant. An appeal of the decision of the 
committee may be made to the vice president for student affairs. Questions regarding 
this policy should be directed to the Associate Vice President for Student Affairs and 
Dean of Students, Binghamton University, PO Box 6000, Binghamton, New York 
13902-6000.
 



Sheldon Gelman <srgelman@yu.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student

 

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student

           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No)

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No

 

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No

 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/N
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Korr, Wynne Sandra" <wkorr@illinois.edu>

1.  We do not require background checks for MSW applicants.

2.  We do not require background checks for students going into their
internships, but it is something that we are considering.  Students who
are pursuing school social work are required by the Council on Teacher
Education to have background checks.  These background checks are at the
expense of the school district or the student if the district does not
pay for it.  Other agencies such as the Department of Children and
Family Services requires background checks for their interns, and they
pay for it.

2a.  The specifics of the background check does not come to us.  We
only know if a student was not cleared.  Because the information is
requested by the agency, school district, etc. the information goes to
the agency.

3.  We do require that our MSW applicants write a personal statement
that is considered during the application review.  The personal
statement is part of the application process, but we also require three
letters of reference, transcripts, resume, application for Graduate
College and School of Social Work, and 20 hours of social/ behavioral
science credit.

4.  Again the information provided by an applicant in his/her personal
statement is considered in the application review, but it is considered
only one part of the application process.  If information related to
mental health or substance abuse issues in disclosed, we take into
consideration how the applicant dealt with the issue, is it a resolved
or unresolved issue, is it a current issue, etc.  This applicant is then
reviewed by our Admissions committee.

5.  We may contact an applicant to clarify information or for further
information, but we don't ask for letters, proof of treatment, etc.  

5a. The clarification or additional information is reviewed by the
Admissions committee.
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Bolland, Kathleen <kbolland@sw.ua.edu> 

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student

No, we do not require a background check at the time of application or
even immediately upon admission.

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No)

Yes, we require a background check of all MSW students before they
begin their field education practicum (BSW students too).

Usually the student pays.  A few agencies pay.

We do not send the background checks unless the agency or student
requests them.  The students sign a release so we can send them upon
agency request. In addition, we suggest that the stuents take them to
their agencies because most agencies do want to see them.

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No

Applicants write a statement of purpose and a professional awareness
statement.  They could indirectly or directly provide such information,
but the instructions do not lead them to.

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No

Not if it is an issue being handled appropriately.  If there is a
suggestion or evidence of an issue that is not being handled
appropriately, we would certainly make use of the information.

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No
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       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/No

I am not aware of any instances where these issues came up in the
application process.  If they did, then I am sure we would inquire about
such things and we would not admit the student unless the admissions
committee was confident that the student had the issue(s) under control.
  We have a professional preparedness review process that was designed
for current students but we could use it if necessary during admission
or readmission.

Valentine,Deborah <debvalen@cahs.colostate.edu>

1.      Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)? If yes, 
who pays? unit, university, or student
WE DO NOT REQUIRE IT. SOME AGENCIES DO. THE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK 
DOES NOT PAY THE FEE * EITHER, STUDENT OR AGENCY PAYS.

 

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum? (No)? NO

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or family of origin 
paper which may indirectly provide information about mental health or substance abuse 
issues? Yes/No THEY WRITE A PERSONAL STATEMENT BUT WE DO NOT 
REQUIRE SELF DISCLOSURE. IN FACT, THERE IS SOME EVIDENCE THAT 
REQUIRING SELF DISCLOSURE DISADVANTAGES MINORITY STUDENTS.

 

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental health or substance 
abuse issues, NO do you use this information in making decisions of acceptance or 
denial to your MSW program? Yes/No NO

 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during the MSW 
application process? For example have you inquired about the length of current 
continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked 
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for letters from mental health providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? 
Yes/No NO

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N NO
ALL STUDENTS HVE A 1:1 INTERVIEW WITH FIELD STAFF. EACH IS INVITED TO 
SHARE INFORMATION THAT MIGHT IMPACT THEIR CHOICE OF FIELD AGENCY.

Valade, Rita" <RValade@spalding.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student  No
 
2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)?  No If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student 
           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No)

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No
 
4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No  
 
5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No
       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/N

Juanita Ricks [jmricks@u.washington.edu]

 1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants
(Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student

Yes- admissions offers are contingent upon background check
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results.  Only students who are offered admission are asked to
complete the background check/student pays.

 2. Do you require a background check for students entering
practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
           (Yes/No)

The background check run as a part of admission is used for this
purpose

I do not believe that the agencies see the background check, but our
affiliation agreement with the agencies requires that we have run it.
The practicum agency can ask the student to provide a copy of the
background check or can require more extensive checks than the one run
bythe school.

 3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement
or family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information
about mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No

Yes

 4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to
mental health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in
making decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No

The personal statement is considered as a part of admission decision
making.

 5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues
during the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental
health providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence?
Yes/No

No

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N



Pearlmutter, Roberta Sue <rpearlmutter@ric.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)? If yes, who 
pays? unit, university, or student  No

 

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum? (Yes/ No)? If 
yes, who pays? unit, university, or student  No

           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency (Yes/No)

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or family of origin 
paper which may indirectly provide information about mental health or substance abuse 
issues? Yes/No  Yes

 

4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental health or substance 
abuse issues, do you use this information in making decisions of acceptance or denial 
to your MSW program? Yes/No  Faculty evaluate the whole package and would 
probably factor those issues in, but would do so in the context of the way the applicant 
indicates that he or she is managing the illness.

 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during the MSW 
application process? For example have you inquired about the length of current 
continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked 
for letters from mental health providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? 
Yes/No  If there were differences of opinion among faculty readers, the Admissions 
Committee has the right to do this.  That has happened only once in the four years I 
have participated with the Admissions Committee.

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N Yes, they would 
be.
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Deb Padgett <dpadgett@uwm.edu>

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student  NO
 
2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student  YES
           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No) Only if there is a "hit."  But we ask students to share the
results first. 

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No No
 
4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Yes/No No
 
5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? For example have you inquired about the
length of current continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA
meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked for letters from mental health
providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? Yes/No No

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/N

Richard Sigg <rsigg@gwbmail.wustl.edu> (doesnʼt wish for school name to be used)

1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)? If yes, who 
pays? unit, university, or student
           -No, we do not require a background check for our MSW applicants. 
 
2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum? (Yes/ No)? If 
yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
           -Our field education office does not require a background check, but some 
agencies have required students receive one.
           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency (Yes/No)
           -NA
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3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or family of origin 
paper which may indirectly provide information about mental health or substance abuse 
issues? Yes/No
           -We require a personal statement.  I have included our prompt below.
           Submission of a professional statement that discusses significant factors 
influencing your decision to pursue a Master in Social Work degree. Your essay should 
include information regarding career goals and current and/or prior leadership 
experiences that will contribute to your success as a graduate student and in the social 
work profession.
 
4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental health or substance 
abuse issues, do you use this information in making decisions of acceptance or denial 
to your MSW program? Yes/No
           -It depends on how the information was obtained.  This information alone would 
not be used to automatically deny a student.  Email communications between the 
admissions office and students is included in the admission file.  Also, faculty provide 
comments about students that they meet with on campus visits.  This information 
supports either a positive or negative admission decision.
 
5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during the MSW 
application process? For example have you inquired about the length of current 
continuous sobriety, participation in NA or AA meetings, use of sponsor, have you asked 
for letters from mental health providers to address the applicant's treatment adherence? 
Yes/No
       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes/N
-No we do not ask about  this information.

Janet M. Joiner" <ac2027@wayne.edu>
1. Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)?
If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum?
(Yes/ No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
No, we do not require background check as part of the placement
process; however, we do inform our students that many agencies require
background checks, electronic finger printing, random drug screens or
clearance from the Dept of Human Services (re: child abuse/neglect
involvement).  Student actually sign an Acknowledgment Form with this
information on it along with other issues related to field placement. 
Students also know that some agencies pay for the cost of these checks
and others do not; thus sometimes students have to cover the cost.
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           2a. Do you share that information with the Practicum Agency
(Yes/No)
We obtain permission from students to share the information with the
agency citing that some agencies have a zero tolerance policy and thus
we do not wish to waste time referring them to an agency if it may be
known they will be denied placement.  This has worked out well.

3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or
family of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about
mental health or substance abuse issues? Yes/No
 
4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental
health or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making
decisions of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Any information
obtained directly or indirectly can be used to help guide our admission
decisions. While we do not require admission interviews, information
gathered may be used during the interview process to help determine
suitability for admission.
 
5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during
the MSW application process? During the application process we do not
specifically ask questions related to a history of substance abuse or
mental illness. While we do not ask specifically about a history of
substance abuse/mental illness, we often find that students voluntarily
share this information when discussing their personal
challenges/interests that led them to apply to the MSW program.  For
example have you inquired about the length of current continuous
sobriety, participation in NA or AA meetings, use of sponsor, have you
asked for letters from mental health providers to address the
applicant's treatment adherence? No

Dean Singer, this question carries a variety of responses as is not
clear-cut even though I indicated a general response of "No". Please let
me know if you would like me to detail the various scenarios that we
have encountered based on multiple circumstances students present.

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision?
Yes/No



Nancy J. Smyth; sw-dean@buffalo.edu

Do you require a background check for your MSW applicants (Yes/No)? If yes,
who pays? unit, university, or student

2. Do you require a background check for students entering practicum? (Yes/
No)? If yes, who pays? unit, university, or student
No, we do not require background check as part of the placement process;
however, we do inform our students that many agencies require background
checks.
 
3. Do you require your MSW applicant to write a personal statement or family
of origin paper which may indirectly provide information about mental health
or substance abuse issues? Yes/No
 
4. If you directly or indirectly obtain information related to mental health
or substance abuse issues, do you use this information in making decisions
of acceptance or denial to your MSW program? Any information obtained
directly or indirectly can be used to help guide our admission decisions. 

 

While we use the personal statement in admissions and students may volunteer
in the statement information, we have to take students vouching of meeting
the standard of no impairment as the rule.we can't use the MH/Substance
abuse  information provided to refuse someone.the way you've worded it makes
me uncomfortable because it implies we would still use the information to
reject someone. It's possible the information allow us to understand why a
person had a low GPA at some point in his/her life, so the information might
help their application. But we couldn't use the information to reject them.
Regardless of what they say about MH/Substance abuse problems, the statement
on impairment is the key for admissions. It's not about people's diagnoses,
it's about their functioning.

 

5 Do you ask for additional information regarding these issues during the
MSW application process? 
all students have to indicate that they meet the NASW standard on no
impairment

       5a.  If yes, are these considered in the admission decision? Yes


