Poverty, Marginalization, and Challenges to Community Practice in India
A four week intensive study-abroad program

Mumbai, India

Program Announcement
The University of Chicago School of Social Service Administration, in collaboration with the Tata Institute of the Social Sciences Centre for Community Organization and Development Practice, is pleased to offer an intensive study-abroad program focused on urban poverty and community practice in India. The intent of this program is to provide SSA masters students with the opportunity to learn about key issues in international social welfare and gain field experience in international social work practice through intensive experiential learning in another country. The program is open to all students regardless of their concentration. 
This 4-week program is intended to be both locally grounded and explicitly comparative, and combines both practical fieldwork experience with coursework and structured, critical reflection. It will provide students with an intensive introduction to the ways in which social welfare is organized in India, the nature of urban poverty there, key issues confronting vulnerable populations, and the intent, organization, and implementation of particular models of community practice to address urban poverty.  
Program Description 
Community practice takes many forms and incorporates several modes of practice—planning, organizing, development—to address social problems. In addition, community practice needs to take into account the genesis of social problems and potential for intervention at different scales. Local, national, and international linkages are critical, and are now more evident than ever. Although practitioners may engage in service provision, development activities, and the organization and mobilization of local communities, they have to take into consideration the root causes of problems and issues and the broader social, political, and economic forces that shape community circumstances, which often lie elsewhere and may push the boundaries of intervention to higher levels. Addressing poverty and marginalization therefore entails complex challenges for community practice. 

The curriculum for this intensive program is responsive to a rapidly changing context.  Over the last two decades, India has experienced significant urbanization concurrent with escalating poverty and a burgeoning informal sector. To respond to this shifting and evolving context we will emphasize the importance of integrating knowledge, critical thinking, and practical field experience from a wide range of perspectives.  

Objectives

This module aims to approach community practice in its complex and multiple manifestations—as praxis, as ideology, as tension between the local and the global, and as inherent contestations within the arena of practice. Objectives include:
· Providing an introduction to the context of community practice in India and how it compares with the United States
· Perspective building and sharing on varied dimensions of community practice within the Indian and American contexts

· Understanding the nuances of field issues, debates, and processes of engagement within the various arenas of community practice.

Dimensions and structure

The program will entail a four-week commitment, including a 3-day intensive introductory seminar in Chicago and three and a half weeks in Mumbai, India. The study abroad element will run from August 12th to September 3rd, 2010 and will incorporate the following components: 

· Two full days in the field each week, in conjunction with the field placement assignments of Tata Institute students

· Morning classes and seminar discussions the remaining days, including debriefing and critical reflection on field experience

· Reading assignments, reflective writing assignments, and informal engagement with students and faculty 

· Orientation to and activities in Mumbai

The program will include a small group of about 4 to 10 SSA masters students and counterparts from the Tata Institute, and is designed primarily for students during the summer between their first and second years. The program will be facilitated by Professor Robert Chaskin, who will join program participants in India. Classroom and field experience will be enriched by the interaction between the SSA students and the local students of the Tata Institute, a premier university of the social sciences and the first school of social work in India. The discussions structured under a comparative framework will include, but are not restricted to, social policy, urban poverty, and community organizing and development practice in India and the United States. 
This program provides a rare learning opportunity and will offer students a unique experience in international social work. It is also a rigorous program and will be challenging on many levels—intellectually, emotionally, physically—as students learn about and work in a very different sociocultural, political, and economic context than that of the United States. 
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