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Course Description
This course is a cultural immersion experience which includes culture and Spanish language classes, lectures from the faculty and students of the University of Costa Rica, Department of Social Work, and site visits to various social service agencies within Costa Rica.  The course includes three class sessions: one pre travel class meeting, one session on location, and one post travel meeting upon returning to the United States.  Students will also be required to attend the ACCE program activities and classes in Grecia, Costa Rica between June 19th and July 3rd, 2010. Academia Centroamericana de Español (ACCE) is the in-country host institution and is not affiliated with PSU.  This course is designed to prepare students to offer social work services in multicultural, multilingual settings.  These skills will be developed in the context of social work values and ethics and with special attention to anti-oppressive and non-discriminatory practice with diverse populations.  There is also a 1 credit independent study opportunity that is recommended for students who are able to stay two additional weeks from July 3rd until July 17th, 2010 in order to continue to participate in language learning as well as participate in two days of service learning.

Learning Objectives
At the completion of the course, students will be able to demonstrate:

· Improved Spanish language skills through daily language practice.

· Enhanced cultural competency through site visits and host stays.

· Expanded comprehension of Social Work as a Profession in Central America through lectures and site visits with local professionals. 

· An understanding of the relevance of social work practice in other countries to the profession of social work in the United States.

Students with Disabilities
PSU and the School of Social Work are committed to providing accommodations for students who have disabilities in order to equalize their ability to achieve success in academic classes and to ensure physical access to student activities or university-sponsored events.  The Disability Resource Center (DRC) provides academic accommodation for students in both classroom and testing situations and coordinates registration for students with disabilities.  The DRC is located in Room 435 Smith Memorial Center and can be reached at (503) 725-4150 and through TTY at (503) 725-6504.  Students with disabilities should contact the DRC as soon as possible.  A staff member from Disability Resource Center will specify in a letter the accommodations that will be required for this class.  The Writing Center in Cramer Hall can provide assistance with writing skills (room 188F, (503) 725-3570, writingcenter@pdx.edu, www.writingcenter.pdx.edu).
Populations at Risk
Readings, lectures, class discussions and assignments include content on populations at risk, including racial, ethnic, and sexual minorities, and individuals with disabilities.  Populations at risk are those who are intentionally or unintentionally discriminated against because of one or more attributes or status that are not valued by dominant society.  Vulnerable persons are at increased risk of social isolation and economic disadvantage and its consequences because of the pervasive effects of structural inequality and lack of access to power.  Diverse populations, including persons of color and ethnic diversity, and populations that are vulnerable due to poverty, age, gender, ability and sexual orientation will be represented in class readings and discussions. 

Academic Honesty and Integrity
All work submitted in this course must be you own, and it must be produced specifically for this course.  (If you wish to incorporate some of your prior work in to a course assignment, you must have the prior approval or you instructor).  All sources used in your work (ideas, quotes, paraphrases, etc.) must be properly acknowledged and documented.  Violations of academic honesty will be taken seriously.  Consequences may include failure in the course and suspension from you academic program.  It is your responsibility to familiarize yourself with the academic honesty and integrity guidelines found in the current student handbook and online.

Access to Instructor 
As noted at the top of the syllabus, my office hours are by arrangement only.  I have two email addresses and it is best to cc them both to ensure that I am able to receive and respond to your email in a timely fashion.  To ensure a quick response from me, it is best to also call my cell phone at (971) 235-2610.  I will also be accompanying students to Costa Rica and will be available by request to meet with students individually there as well.

Instructional Methods 
This class blends lecture, discussion, and agency visits.  Due to the variety of methods utilized to teach this course, your attendance and participation are crucial to your learning, the learning of others, and the maximization of all methods used.

Evaluation
This is a 3 credit graded course.  There are three graded assignments as well as a journal assignment that will not be graded. The graded assignments include one term paper (40%) and one refection paper (30%).  There is also an informal presentation to the class (10%). Participation and attendance represent the other 20% of the total grade.  There are many non-graded in class activities and assignments in Costa Rica that will require an attitude of willingness and openness to new experiences and to be receptive to and respectful of new knowledge and skills. Some of the lectures will be taught by local Social Work Professionals and Professors of Social Work from the University of Costa Rica, and it is important to recognize that social work in other countries does not necessarily adhere to the same professional standards of NASW.  As with all assignments it is required for the students to refer to and be congruent with the NASW Code of Ethics. 

Grades are based on multiple factors and explanation of letter grades can be found in the student handbook.  Please take the time to review the University’s Code of Student Conduct, with particular attention to Academic Dishonesty.  The student handbook offers guidance as to how to avoid plagiarism and also describes faculty responsibilities around academic dishonesty.  Generally grades are determined by evaluation of content, or how thoroughly you have presented, developed, and substantiated the main ideas of your work.  Also, style and organization, such as grammar, spelling, editing, and cohesiveness are important.  Your ability to conceptualize, integrate, and present complexities of social work practice is evaluated as fairly as possible.  It is expected that you use the American Psychological Association (APA) style for papers. Assignments must be turned in on the date specified.  Late papers will be graded down one full letter grade.  Negotiations for late work are possible, however the request must take place prior to the assignment due date. 

The profession of social work requires a high level of personal integrity and self-awareness.  Please be cognizant of the fact that you are representing PSU as well as our profession of social work while being a guest in another country.  The demonstration of professionalism in classroom behavior, as well as being present and engaged in classroom activities, is expected in this course.  Please be mindful of what might detract from the learning environment. 

If you miss more than one full class session or its equivalent, your grade may be lowered by one full letter grade.  If you miss three full class sessions or the equivalent, you may not get credit for SW 510. 

Optional Readings

Baker, Christopher (2007).  Moon Costa Rica.  Emeryville, CA:  Avalon Travel

Publishing.
Fauri, David P., Wernet, Stephen P., and Netting, Ellen F.  (2008)  Cases in

 Macro Social Work Practice.  Boston, MA:  Pearson Education, Inc.
Hokenstad, M.C. and Midgley, James.  (1997)  Issues in International Social

 Work:   Global Challenges for a New Century.  Washington, DC:  NASW

 Press.
Reamer, F.G. (2006).  Ethical Standards in Social Work.  Washington, DC:  
NASW Press. 
Assignments:

Assignment #1:

Reflection Paper:  3-5 pages and worth 30 points.  

DUE:  via email by July 12th for students that are staying 2 weeks/July 26th for students that are staying 4 weeks. .

This assignment is designed for you to ponder your experience in Costa Rica and comment on the aspects that you felt were most relevant to your work as a social worker in the United States and why.  It is assumed that you will be reviewing your journal in preparation for writing this informal paper.  

Assignment #2:

Term Paper:  7-10 pages and worth 40 points. (BSW students: 5-7 pages). It must be in APA style with a minimum of 3 outside references.

DUE: August 15th via email

This assignment is designed to allow an exploration of a particular area of interest for you to compare and contrast between the United States and Costa Rica. Some examples of topics include:

· immigration 

·  drug and alcohol

· Child welfare, child protection, adoption

· Homelessness, poverty

· Domestic violence

· Education and disability services

· Services for older adults

· Code of Ethics, Pura Vida philosophy

The formal paper must include research citations related to the topic in both countries as well as a conclusion that states why such an analysis is relevant to the profession of social work, and the practice of social work in the United Sates. 

Assignment #3

Informal presentation:  10 -15 minutes and worth 10 points. 

DUE:  August 19th (TBA).  In our last meeting (post travel), each student will briefly report on their topic to the rest of the class.  

Schedule:

Saturday May 22nd, 2010 9:00am-2:00pm at PSU

Saturday June 19th through Saturday July 3rd, 2010 in Grecia, Costa Rica

Saturday August 19th, 2010 4:00pm-9:00pm at PSU (TBA) 

SW505 Readings and Conference – Extended Stay in Costa Rica

July 3 – July 17, 2010

There is an optional 1 credit Independent Study class available as well.  Students stay in Costa Rica for two additional weeks and continue to participate in language study, social service agency visits, and experience two days of service learning. There is one written assignment which is an addendum to the journal/reflection assignment from SW510/410. 
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