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Ferguson: We stand with you

We, the faculty of the Simmons School of Social Work stand in solidarity with the faculty and staff of the
School of Social Work at Portland State University and the faculty of Smith School of Social Work in their
call to action to stand against injustice and oppression. We are disappointed and outraged by the grand
jury decision not to indict former officer Darren Wilson in the killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson, MO.

We believe that the events in Ferguson are not unique to that community. We are sensitive to the fact
that these injustices happen in our hometown of Boston, MA and across the United States. Toward this
end we are responding to the calls for action by Smith College School for Social Work
http://bit.ly/SmithStatement to promote and engage in:

* Non-violent social and political action to provoke systemic change that promotes justice,
safeguards human rights, and ensures fair and equitable treatment and respect for human
dignity for all people.

¢ Critical dialogue about the systemic forces of race and racism that shape ourselves and construct
our relationships with others.

* Investigation and analysis of how these dynamics affect the communities within which we live
and work.

And by the Portland State University School of Social Work to:

* Participate in non-violent social and political actions to interrupt oppressive practices and
promote systemic changes

¢ Engage in critical dialogue about the systemic forces of race and racism that
shape our relationships and communities

* Strategize around solutions to dismantle racist institutions and practices.
* Support those who are most affected by oppression and injustices inherent in our systems.

* Advocate for policies that support alternatives to policing including community-based
approaches to safety and conflict resolution.

http://bit.ly/PortlandStateFergusonWeStandWithYou

in addition to promoting and engaging in the above actions, the Simmons School of Social Work will
open a dialogue with schools of social work in the greater Boston area about social justice actions we
can take on the local level to respond to the outlined initiatives. We pledge to keep these issues at the
forefront of our continuing work to end oppression and social injustice.
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