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So this is a Hetzi Pecha Kucha
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I live in the 

City of Disruption



A Land of Unicorns



I love technology!



I am an Early Adopter

My Osborne: First on my faculty to 

have a computer (SUNY-Albany)

My electric Fiat powered from 

my rooftop solar panels



Toyama’s Law of Amplification

Technology only amplifies the work, doesn’t do it!



Technology can amplify, 

not substitute

Dr. Adrian Aguilera’s text-assisted group work with Latinos



Kirp writes of a school that provides excellent education 

through doing the basics well – the hard work of everyday 

education!



Disruption    Innovation

 Most start-ups fail

 A lot is marketing hype 

 Just look at MOOCs, U of Phoenix, even online 
degrees – finance driven but pedagogically 
flawed

 Toyama’s Law of Amplification applies, 
technology can help but not substitute

 Kirp’s “Just do the hard work”

 Most innovation is un-disruptive and incremental



Where is poverty in our GCs?





Mauricio Lim Miller

An engineer by training and a MacArthur Genius Award Winner, Lim Miller has 

flipped the work with poor clients by letting families lead and using predictive 

analytics to help figure out patterns of success.









Lessons

 Disruptive innovation is a false hope

 Using predictive analytics and mobile 

technology to amplify changes, but 

not the solution by themselves 

 Give our clients tools to make their 

own changes

 Do the hard work with client partners


