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Agenda 

▪ Welcome

▪ NASW’s Federal Policy Portfolio

▪ State of Play in Washington, D.C.

▪ Translating Research to Policy

▪ Progress Made 

▪ Recommendations

▪ Reflections from President Mildred 
“Mit” Joyner on Social Justice

▪ Q and A
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Events Leading to This Presentation
▪ Gehlert, S., Manderscheid, R., Teasley, M., McClain, A., & Butts, S. (2020, January 15–19) Leveraging social work 

research expertise to influence public policy to improve American’s wellbeing. Virtual conference presentation 
for the Society for Social Work and Research. Retrieved from
https://sswr.confex.com/sswr/2020/webprogram/Session10940.html

▪ Butts, S., Coffey, D., Manderscheid, R., Singer, J., & Walters, K. (2021, January 19–22). Advocacy and public 
policy formation during the COVID-19 pandemic. Virtual conference presentation for the Society for Social 
Work and Research. Retrieved from https://sswr.confex.com/sswr/2021/webprogram/Session11784.html

▪ Butts, S., Windsor, L. & Phelps, C. (2021, November 4-7). Creating a pipeline of influence through macro policy 
field placements. Council on Social Work Education Annual Program Meeting, Orlando, Florida.

▪ Leadership Roundtable meeting in December 2021. 
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NASW’s Blueprint of Federal Social Policy Priorities 
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▪ Actionable recommendations to the 
Administration and Congress

▪ 21 issue areas, organized using the Grand 
Challenges for Social Work
▪ Workforce 
▪ Social Justice

▪ Endorsed by the American Academy of Social 
Work and Social Welfare

▪ Social policy: many opportunities, under any 
administration and regardless of which party 
controls Congress



NASW Advocacy  
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▪ Regulatory:
▪ Federal and state agencies (e.g. US Department of Health and Human 

Services, including Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, 
Department of Education, etc.)

▪ State licensing boards

▪ Legislative: bills, briefings, and testimony
▪ 5 social workers in Congress – few other professions this well-

represented – but we need more!

▪ Executive branch: White House
▪ Judicial: Courts



Working in Coalition 

▪ Provide distinctive social work perspective in 60+ national 
coalitions which include non-profits focused on specific issue 
areas. These include, among many others:

▪ Mental Health Liaison Group

▪ Sarah Butts, MHLG board member (2020 - present)

▪ AASWSW due to join as affiliate member organization

▪ Coalition on Human Needs

▪ Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights
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https://www.mhlg.org/
https://www.chn.org/
https://civilrights.org/


NASW’s Policy Portfolio

Workforce Advocacy Priorities

• Compensation/reimbursement

• License portability

• Safety on the job

• Student loan debt relief

• Education and training 
opportunities

• Scope of practice

• Title protection

Social Justice Priorities

• Healthcare Equity

• Economic Justice

• Criminal/Juvenile Justice

• Political Justice
– Voting Rights 

• Immigration Justice

• Climate Justice

• Ending Racism 

Racial equity is the “through line”
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President Biden’s Budget: Unprecedented Investments in 
Mental Health, Behavioral Health and Parity 

President Biden’s Fiscal Year 2023 Budget was released on March 28th;

includes significant Mental Health Care Reforms

▪ The budget proposal calls for full mental health parity and would:
▪ remove limits on the scope of services for which Clinical Social Workers can be paid by 

Medicare
▪ modernize Medicare’s mental health benefits and improve behavioral health for the 

private insurance market and Medicaid beneficiaries

▪ The president’s budget request also includes $50 million for burnout prevention in the 
health care workforce. HHS says this investment would provide support for the remaining 
health care workforce and could improve both retention and recruitment for the future.
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President Biden’s Budget (cont’d)

▪ The budget includes measures to increase access to mental and behavioral health services 
in underserved areas as well as investments to grow and diversify the workforce to deliver 
high-quality, culturally appropriate mental health and substance use services.
▪ $397 million for Behavioral Health Workforce Programs
▪ $10 million for a Rural Health Clinic Behavioral Health Initiative to allow clinics in rural 

areas where there are no existing behavioral health providers to fund the salary of a 
behavioral health provider – including social workers

▪ Expanded funding for community health centers, including investing new resources in 
embedding early childhood development experts.

▪ $50 million for Preventing Burnout in the Health Workforce.
▪ $7.5 billion demonstration to improve provider capacity in Medicaid to address mental 

health treatment.
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President Biden’s Budget 

▪ $7.5 billion for a new Mental Health System Transformation Fund with 
goals of:
▪ Increasing access to mental health services through workforce 

development and service expansion
▪ Development of non-traditional health delivery sites
▪ Integration of quality mental health and substance use care into 

primary care settings
▪ Dissemination of evidence-based practices
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Additional Key Developments
▪ The President released the FY2023 Budget on March 28th, which includes applying the Parity Act to 

Medicare, : https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/budget_fy2023.pdf.
▪ On March 29th, the Senate Finance Committee released its report highlighting the stakeholder 

comments in response to its Request for Information from last fall 
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/SFC%20Mental%20Health%20Report%20March%2
02022.pdf.

▪ On March 30th, the Senate Finance Committee held a hearing on parity and behavioral health care 
integration. Both Senators (including Chair Wyden) and witnesses identified the need for parity in 
Medicare: https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/behavioral-health-care-when-americans-need-
it-ensuring-parity-and-care-integration. 

▪ GAO March 2022 report on access barriers to behavioral health 
care: https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-22-104597.pdf.

▪ Both chambers of Congress are developing mental health packages
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/budget_fy2023.pdf
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/SFC%20Mental%20Health%20Report%20March%202022.pdf
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Congressional Legislation

▪ How is legislation developed?

▪ How is input requested from 
NASW and other groups?

▪ How are stakeholders 
acknowledged when they help?

▪ Examples and tips…
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Congressional Bills That NASW Has Helped to Develop

▪ Improving Access to Mental Health Act (H.R. 2035/ S. 870)

▪ Collaborate in an Orderly and Cohesive Manner Act (H.R. 5218)

▪ School Social Workers Improving Student Success Act (H.R. 7037)

▪ The Community-Based Response Act (H.R. 3862/S. 2046)

▪ Protecting Social Workers and Health Professionals from Workplace 
Violence Act 

▪ Resilience for All Act (draft, not introduced)

▪ Others have not yet been introduced, some may not get introduced

©2018 National Association of Social Workers. All Rights Reserved.                                             …strengthening America’s social safety net13

https://lee.house.gov/news/press-releases/representative-lee-senators-stabenow-and-barrasso-introduce-bill-to-increase-seniors-access-to-behavioral-health-services
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/2035
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/870?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22improving+access+to+mental+health+act%22%2C%22improving%22%2C%22access%22%2C%22to%22%2C%22mental%22%2C%22health%22%2C%22act%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://fletcher.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=3444
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5218?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Collaborate+in+an+Orderly+and+Cohesive+Manner+Act%22%2C%22Collaborate%22%2C%22in%22%2C%22an%22%2C%22Orderly%22%2C%22and%22%2C%22Cohesive%22%2C%22Manner%22%2C%22Act%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
https://gwenmoore.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=4966
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/7037?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22School+Social+Workers+Improving+Student+Success+Act%22%2C%22School%22%2C%22Social%22%2C%22Workers%22%2C%22Improving%22%2C%22Student%22%2C%22Success%22%2C%22Act%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.vanhollen.senate.gov/news/press-releases/van-hollen-bass-reintroduce-community-based-crisis-response-legislation
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3862
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2046
https://juliabrownley.house.gov/brownley-introduces-bipartisan-house-bill-to-protect-social-workers-and-healthcare-professionals-from-workplace-violence/


Communications   
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Communications (cont’d)
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“Many social workers and other essential healthcare workers on the 
frontlines of the pandemic are saddled with student loan debt. 
Social workers are providing critical mental and behavioral health 
services and social needs care to underserved communities and 
they are required to have a high level of education to practice and 
are among the lowest-paid professionals in the workforce,” 
said Sarah Christa Butts, MSW, director of Public Policy, National 
Association of Social Workers



Communications (cont’d)
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Congressional Briefings 
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School Social Workers Improving Student Success Act 
(H.R. 7037)

Sponsored by the School Social Work Association of 
America and the National Association of Social Workers, 
cosponsored by the American Academy of Social Work 
and Social Welfare, the American Federation of Teachers, 
the Council on Social Work Education, the National 
Association of Black Social Workers, Inc, the Society for 
Social Work Research, American Council of School Social 
Work and the School Social Work Net, in collaboration 
with the Congressional Social Work Caucus.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/7037?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22School+social+work+student+success+act%22%2C%22School%22%2C%22social%22%2C%22work%22%2C%22student%22%2C%22success%22%2C%22act%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1


Comments, Statements and Sign-on Letters

Link: https://www.socialworkers.org/Advocacy/Sign-On-Letters-Statements
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Partnerships Are Critical

▪ NASW is part of a learning collaborative 
with the Legal Action Center (LAC) and 
partners on a Medicare Addiction Parity 
Project and helped to develop the 
Roadmap for Reform. 

▪ LAC is now developing legislation that will 
be introduced in both chambers of 
congress and will include a number of 
NASW’s recommendations, re: workforce, 
reimbursement and parity in Medicare.
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https://www.lac.org/news/lac-launches-new-medicare-addiction-parity-project
https://www.lac.org/assets/files/Roadmap-for-Reform-Medicare-SUD-2021.10.15-akformatted.pdf


Our Policy Efforts: Facilitating Understanding of the
Value of Social Work 
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Our Policy Efforts: Workforce Data 

Secures first ever Federal 
Government Study on the 

Social Work Workforce
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Our Policy Efforts: Interstate Compact 

▪ COVID-19 has underscored the need for 
increased access to health, mental health and 
social care services 

▪ Telehealth expansion during COVID-19 is here 
to stay; site and geographic restrictions have 
been removed in Medicare, creating increased 
interest in interstate practice capability

▪ States must enact enabling legislation; social 
workers key in advocacy!

▪ Target date for initial states: 2024
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Our Policy Efforts: Student Loan Debt Relief
• NASW’s advocacy on student debt includes: forgiveness (Public Service Loan Forgiveness, PSLF waiver, IDR 

waiver), cancellation, employer sponsored student debt relief and other measures.

• NASW submits comments to the Department of Education in response to Request for Information on the 
Public Service Loan Forgiveness program (Sept. 24, 2021)

• NASW and the Student Borrower Protection Center submit memo to the Department of Education (DoEd) 
on behalf of Social Workers in response to DoEd’s Request for Information on the Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness (PSLF) Program (Sept. 17, 2021)

• NASW applauds Biden Administration for overhaul of troubled Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) 
Program (October 7, 2021)

• NASW National along with 50 NASW Chapters sign onto the Student Borrower Protection Center coalition 
letter urging President Biden to Delay Restarting Student Loan Payments (12/8/2021)

• NASW signs onto letter to Secretary Cardona urging the Department of Education to create an Income-
Driven Repayment waiver for student loan debt (2/9/2022)

• NASW, Student Borrower Protection Center and 11 other organizations submit comments to the 
Department of Education on Public Service Loan Forgiveness Reconsideration Request (3/29/2022)
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https://www.socialworkers.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=QgjT_Abf3W8%3d&portalid=0
https://www.socialworkers.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=MAStKYsElMs%3d&portalid=0
https://protectborrowers.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Student-Loan-Payment-Pause-December-Coaltion-Letter-to-Biden.pdf
https://www.socialworkers.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=Gzj9y2MtUrk%3d&portalid=0
https://protectborrowers.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/FINAL-Response-to-Reconsideration-Request-for-Comment.pdf


Our Policy Efforts: Influence Provisions of 
Forthcoming Congressional Bills 

▪ NASW submits comments in response to Senators Murray and Burr Request for Comment on 

the Prepare for and Respond to Existing Viruses, Emerging New Threats, and Pandemics 

Act (PREVENT Pandemics Act) (Feb. 4, 2022)

▪ NASW Provides Recommendations to Senators Wyden and Crapo's Request for Policy 

Proposals to Address Unmet Mental Health Needs (Nov. 15, 2021)

▪ NASW’s provides recommendations to Senators Murphy and Cassidy in response to a Request 

for Stakeholder Input Regarding Federal Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder 

Programs (Nov. 5, 2021)

▪ NASW provides Recommendations to Senators Bennet and Cornyn for Achieving the Aims of 

“A Bold Vision for America’s Mental Well-being” (Oct. 8, 2021)

©2018 National Association of Social Workers. All Rights Reserved.                                             …strengthening America’s social safety net24

https://www.socialworkers.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=vh6WSZDuU_E%3d&portalid=0
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Importance of Macro Policy Practice Throughout the 
Career Continuum

▪ Encouraging and supporting Macro 
policy field placements

▪ State Legislatures, Congress, Government 
Departments and Agencies

▪ Policy fellowships

▪ Students, Practitioners, Faculty

▪ Washington, D.C. social work student 
visits
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Macro Policy Fellowship Examples



Macro Policy Fellowship Examples
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Macro Policy Fellowship Examples

▪ 2019-2020

▪ Liliane Windsor, Ph.D., M.S.W., associate 
professor, School of Social Work, University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Urbana/ Senator 

Durbin (D-IL)

▪ 2020-2021

▪ Angela Perone, J.D., M.S.W., M.A., founding 
executive director, SAGE Metro Detroit, Ferndale, 

Michigan /Senator Baldwin (D-WI)
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Social Work Expert Scholars and Practitioners Providing 
Input to White House

Sarah Gehlert, PhD, MSW

Appointed to White House Health Equity Advisory 
Panel

Lee Westgate, MSW, MBA, LCSW-C

Representative on the White House Healthcare 
Provider Stakeholder Coalition
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Social Work PAC

▪ NASW PACE (PAC)

▪ We support members of Congress 
who share social work values and 
support our policy goals

▪ NASW voter mobilization efforts

▪ Field organizers

▪ 43 State PACs
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Recommendations 
▪ Accelerate the translation of research to policy and practice

▪ Strive for collective impact in policy across the profession

▪ Focus on opportunities to encourage, facilitate and celebrate Macro policy practice 
through policy internships and fellowships

▪ Prioritize media coverage of Social Work and our research via op-eds, newspaper 
articles, etc. related to public policy

▪ Promote student visits by schools of social work to Washington, D.C. 

▪ Hill Days for social work faculty and practitioners
▪ SSWR and CSWE should host hill days when conferences are in Washington, D.C.

▪ Explore how collective impact in policy may be achieved through joint membership 
opportunities among social work organizations
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Recommendations

• Facilitate understanding of the value of professional associations in federal and 
state advocacy and encourage students to join as student members of NASW 

• Nominate social workers (scholars and practitioners) for government leadership 
roles 

• Nominate social work Macro practitioners for awards. They need multi-
disciplinary recognition to rise in their practice area

• Encourage Social workers to serve on the boards of influential D.C. based policy 
organizations and coalitions and be recognized by the profession for doing so

• Work to get the MSW listed in Congressional and state legislature staff job 
postings 
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Reflections From NASW President Mildred “Mit” Joyner 
Calling on Social Workers To Lead In Social Justice
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White House Executive Briefing- Social Work is Essential –
July 2021
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Social Work In Action 
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We are Stronger Together 



Contact Information:

Sarah Christa Butts, MSW
sbutts.nasw@socialworkers.org

Mildred “Mit” Joyner, DPS, MSW, LCSW
president@socialworkers.org

mailto:sbutts.nasw@socialworkers.org
mailto:president@socialworkers.org


Resources

• NASW’s Blueprint of Federal Social Policy Priorities 
https://www.socialworkers.org/Advocacy/Policy-Issues/2021-Blueprint-of-Federal-
Social-Policy-Priorities

• NASW Legislative Alerts https://www.socialworkers.org/Advocacy/Legislative-Alerts
• CSWE’s Policy Agenda https://www.cswe.org/Advocacy-Policy/Policy-

Agenda#Education
• Description of CSWE’s Public Policy Initiative: https://www.cswe.org/advocacy-
policy/policy-agenda/about-ppi/
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Join Us!

Our advocacy efforts and our progress 
are not possible without you. Your 

voice holds power as a constituent, as 
a voter, and as a social worker. 
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